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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
(NNO) – TUESDAY, 
OCTOBER 1, 2024

NNO is set on the first Tuesday 
in October every year to encourage 
neighbors to meet (and sometimes 
eat) to strengthen relationships 
among the neighbors and between 
the neighborhood and law en-
forcement. This is important not 
only for crime prevention, but also 
in this time of extreme weather 
events to help support each other 
during a potential crisis.  Several 
citizens have asked the city to have 
a registry of seniors who live alone 
and could be checked on in case of 
an emergency.  City staff has said 
this is not possible for them to do.  
National Night Out is a way of not 
only meeting your neighbors but 
also identifying neighbors’ names, 
phone numbers, etc. to share with 
each other if there is a problem. 

How do you get started? Decide 
if you can host this gathering or 
partner with someone on your 
block who you can co-host with.  
It can be very simple – just meet 
on a driveway on your block and 
ask neighbors to bring their own 
chairs, food and drink.    Register 
through a QR code on the City’s 
website.  Invite your neighbors 

through word of mouth or by 
dropping a notice of the block 
party at each neighbor’s doors. 
If you host a party, the city will 
provide you a sign promoting 
NNO on your block. The City 
Council members,  police and fire 
department personnel (and city 
manager) will stop by the various 
block parties.  In the past we had 
30+ parties on NNO and it has 
dwindled down to less than 10.  
Let’s make a HUGE effort this year 
to improve our numbers and get to 
know our neighbors to help reduce 
crime and to help each other in 
time of an emergency.

  CHANGE IS COMING 
– HOUSING DEVELOP-

MENTS IN L.V.
Over the last several years, the 

City Council has approved six 
housing developments for a total 
of 585 homes.  This includes five 
garden home sites with varianc-
es, allowing smaller lots than the 
standard R-6 zoning.  Council also 
approved development of 7 du-
plexes (14 units), next to the Silos 
on Huebner Road.

Where are the five subdivisions 
with R-6  variances located?  Senna 
I & II is on approximately 16 acres, 
which is located on Huebner Road 

next to the Leon Valley Elementa-
ry School and will include building 
of 136 homes. Trilogy, located at 
the corner of Evers and Seneca 
on 9.1 acres of land, will add 67 
homes.  

In Seneca West, at 6518 Samari-
tan, 166 homes will be built on 27 
acres.  Pending Council approval 
in August, at Samaritan and Aids, 
205 homes will be built on 39 
acres.  There are still undeveloped 
pieces of property which may add 
more homes in the city.  

What will be the impact of these 
developments in our city?  First, 
the City must provide water for 
future population and land avail-
ability, currently estimated at an 
additional 300 acre feet(a/f) for 
a total of 2,028 a/f. Today’s cost 
of purchasing 300 a/f (@$11,500 
per a/f) of water is $3,350,000.  
The City currently owns 1,758 
a/f. Council has directed staff to 

Continued on next page

By Mayor Chris Riley

”Hang onto your hat. Hang on to your hope. And wind the clock, for 
tomorrow is another day.”      –  E. B. White
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purchase or lease as much water as 
possible with the $280,000 we have 
set aside in our budget. The de-
veloper is required to pay impact 
fees for new construction to help 
defray water supply costs to the 
city which is calculated at $3,612 
per home X 585 = $2,113,020.

 Additionally, reconstructing city 
streets in the two new subdivisions 
in the Seneca West area (371 new 
homes), will cost the developer 
an estimated $2.6 million and the 
city’s shared infrastructure is $3.9 
million.  The city council sold the 
city’s 19 acre property to the devel-
oper and will receive $2 million, 
leaving the taxpayers a balance of 
est. $1 million for the city’s infra-
structure costs.

Police and Fire personnel will 
more than likely be added to serve 
these areas (personnel costs are the 
highest cost in our city’s budget).  
There will be increased traffic and 
congestion in the future as a result 
of the new developments. These 
homes are projected to sell be-
tween $300,000 - $450,000, which 
will bring in more ad valorem 
taxes to the city’s budget, estimated 
by the developer at $325,000 annu-
ally after the homes are built over 
the next 3-5 years. The city will be 
almost built out and it is estimated 
our population will increase from 
11,377 to between 13,000 – 15,000 
residents. 

LIFE TURNS ON A DIME 

     On June 10th, I voted at 
Wonderland Mall for the June 15th 
Bexar Appraisal District Board 
runoff.  Walking outside to my car, 
I slipped on a steep sloped walk-
way. In a split second I was on the 
ground with my right foot turned 

back behind my leg!  With the help 
of a good Samaritan, I got back 
to my car, drove to a clinic and 
found out I had broken my right 
fibula (the outer thin bone on the 
leg near the ankle). For six weeks I 
have had to wear a boot, no exer-
cise, no driving, no travel, plenty 
of pain and limited mobility. 

This experience has changed my 
way of thinking.  I am much more 
empathetic to those who have 
limited mobility and/or disabled. 
I am very grateful to my family, 
friends & neighbors, city & office 
staff, strangers, doctors who have 
helped me get back to walking (at 
this writing, I still have one week 
left in the boot, have no pain and 
waiting for physical therapy). I also 
appreciated the get well wishes 
from many citizens.  Let’s take 
every day and make it the best we 
can make it.  Life is precious.

DID YOU KNOW?

The Natural Area Park is lo-
cated off the quiet area in Ray-
mond Rimkus Park, close to the 
Community Garden.  There is 
a .8 mile walking path.  You see 
a lot of deer, pass by the Joseph  

Huebner gravesite, and hear birds. 
Try downloading the free Mer-
lin App from Cornell University 
and it will help identify the bird 
songs in the park.  On May 5th, 
eleven bird sounds were detected:  
Northern cardinal, Carolina wren, 
Brown-headed cowbird, Northern 
mockingbird, Swainson’s thrush, 
Beweick’s wren, Least flycatch-
er, Golden-fronted woodpecker, 
Black-crested titmouse, Great 
crested flycatcher, and Eastern 
phoebe.  It is also much cooler 
there in the summer due to the 
tree cover.  There is nothing like 
being in nature to help relieve 
stress.  If you have children, this 
is a great alternative to any screen 
time!

Please Conserve Water  - We 
are in a Drought – Stage 3 Water 
Conservation – In 2023, the Leon 
Valley Water Company pumped 
4 acre feet over our allotted use, 
which cost an additional $1200. 
Thanks for being conscious about 
your water use and detecting any 
leaks you may have.

Sincerely, Chris
Cell: (210) 618-2092
mayorriley@leonvalleytexas.gov

Continued from cover
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Leon Valley Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan Update 

Project Description 

The purpose of a 2024 Parks and Recreation Plan Update (Plan Update) 
is to successfully position Leon Valley to meet the needs of current and 
future residents by improving the current parks and recreation assets 
and identifying future opportunities. 

The process is citizen-driven with public meetings, workshops, 
stakeholder meetings, and the Parks Board serving as the advisory 
committee to ensure that the plan reflects the desire and vision of all the 
citizen. 

Recent News 

Public Questionnaire - A public questionnaire was launched on July 
19th, 2024 to gather input from all citizens. 

Please share your feedback by visiting this webpage or clicking below: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/colvmasterparkupdate 

 

Anticipated Schedule

Mobilization 
Months 1-2 

Existing Conditions 
Months 2-3 

Recommendations & Draft Report 
Months 3-4 

Implementation Strategies & Draft Report 
Months 4-5 

Finalization 
Months5-6 
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Community Engagement 

A number of methods have been included in the process to gather your 
input and provide regulate update. These include: 

Townhall Meeting / Community Workshop 
• Meeting 1  - TBD (coming soon)

Advisory Committee (Parks Commission) 
Meeting 1 -July 11th, 2024, at The Ridge at Leon Valley Park. 
Meeting 2 - September 12th, 2024, at Silo Park. 
Meeting 3 - TBD 
Meeting 4 - TBD 

• 
• 
• 
• 

Stakeholder Meetings (one-on-one / focus group interviews) 
• 8-10 meetings 

Citizen Questionnaire 
• Now open! Share your feedback here:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/colvmasterparkupdate
Questionnaire open July 19th, 2024 thru August 23rd, 2024. • 

Advisory Committee (Parks Commission) Updates 

• Meeting 1 -July 11th, 2024, at the Ridge Park

•  Summary of discussion 

• The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the project,
project schedule, community engagement, and receive 
feedback from a questionnaire prior to circulating to the 
public.

Contact Information 
For more information, please contact the project manager Melinda Moritz 
for the City of Leon Valley and Public Works Director at 
m.moritz@leonvalleytexas.gov.
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STAGE 3 WATER RESTRICTIONS
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Preventing Tragedy: Heat Awareness in Leon Valley 
Lt. Kasey Tucker 

As the relentless Texas summer tightens its grip on Leon Valley, the community faces a critical 
reminder of the dangers of leaving children and pets unattended in vehicles. With temperatures 
soaring well above 90 degrees Fahrenheit on a regular basis, vehicles can quickly transform into 
lethal traps, reaching hazardous temperatures within minutes. 

Tragically, 2024 has already seen a number of 
reported cases across Texas of heat-related deaths, 
including instances where individuals, particularly 
children, succumbed to heatstroke after being left 
alone in vehicles. These incidents underscore the 
urgent need for awareness and adherence to local 
laws designed to protect vulnerable individuals. 

The ramifications of these tragedies extend far beyond the immediate danger. Heatstroke, even when 
not fatal, can cause long-term health complications for survivors. For children, the traumatic 
experience of being trapped in a hot car can leave lasting psychological scars, affecting them into 
adulthood. Similarly, pets subjected to extreme heat in vehicles face significant risks to their health 
and well-being, including organ damage or death. 

In response to these dangers, the Leon Valley Police 
Department wants to remind citizens and business owners of 
the dangers and the ramifications of their choices. It is illegal 
to leave a child under the age of seven unattended in a 
vehicle for more than five minutes under any circumstances. 
Violations of this law carry significant penalties, including 
fines and possible imprisonment. The city also prohibits 
leaving pets unattended in vehicles, recognizing their equal 
susceptibility to heat-related illness and death. 

Local authorities stress the importance of immediate action if a child or animal is observed trapped 
in a hot vehicle. Swift intervention can mean the difference between life and death, as temperatures 
inside cars can escalate rapidly to deadly levels. Upon witnessing such incidents, residents are 
urged to call emergency services immediately (911), facilitating prompt rescue and medical attention.  

As summer progresses, the community of Leon Valley remains steadfast in its commitment to 
safeguarding its youngest and most vulnerable members from the perils of extreme heat. Residents 
can work together to prevent tragic outcomes and ensure a safer environment by raising awareness, 
enforcing protective measures, and promoting responsible behavior. The long-lasting implications of 
these incidents highlight the critical need for vigilance and proactive measures to protect lives and 
prevent irreversible harm. 
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LVLV
NIGHT OUTNIGHT OUT

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1

06:00PM-9:00PM06:00PM-9:00PM

Host a neighborhood block party, meet your neighbors, and
connect with local law enforcement to promote a safer,

stronger community during LV Night Out. 

Contact Us
lvnightout@leonvalleytexas.gov

Register
Your Neighborhood 

Today!
Deadline to Register:

Sept. 13 
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CITY MEETINGS
All meetings at City Hall unless other-
wise specified. All meetings
subject to change due to Covid-19

City Council
1st & 3rd Tuesday - 6:30 p.m.
Board Of Adjustment 
Meets as required
Citizens Police Advisory Committee
Quarterly, 3rd Wednesday - 6:00 p.m.
Coffee with the Mayor 
Quarterly, 4th Saturday - 9 -11 a.m.
Earthwise Living Committee 
2nd Wednesday -
5:30 p.m. City Hall
Economic and Community 
Development Advisory Committee
Meets as needed
Library Board
2nd Tuesday - 5:30 p.m. - Library
Park Commission
2nd Thursday - 6:30 p.m. -
Conference Center
Planning & Zoning Commission
4th Tuesday - 6:30 p.m. 

CITY NUMBERS
Keep these numbers handy

Emergency Number for POLICE, 
FIRE and EMS                  911
City Web Site Address
                 www.leonvalleytexas.gov
City Hall                  210-684-1391
Animal Control & 
Code Compliance 210-684-6557
Non-Emergency       210-684-8897
Fire                  210-684-3219
Police                  210-684-3215
Human Resources 210-684-1391
Dead Animal
Pickup                      210-684-6557
Public Works            210-681-1232
Library                      210-684-0720
Tiger Sanitation      210 333-4287
Community  Center
Rental    210-684-1391 ext. 228

City Hall, non-emergency Police and Fire 
operations may be contacted at the above 
numbers Monday - Thursday, 7:30 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Closed weekends and holidays. 
Public Works Monday - Friday 7:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m.

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor       Chris Riley
    mayorriley@leonvalleytexas.gov
Place 1               Benny Martinez

benny.martinez@leonvalleytexas.gov
Place 2                          Josh Stevens
    josh.stevens@leonvalleytexas.gov
Place 3                     Philip Campos
philip.campos@leonvalleytexas.gov
Place 4                     Rey Orozco

rey.orozco@leonvalleytexas.gov
Place 5                Will Bradshaw     

will.bradshaw@leonvalleytexas.gov

LION’S ROAR
The Lion’s Roar is published by The 
City of Leon Valley, Texas, six times 
a year. Any publication of The City of 
Leon Valley, whether draft or final is the 
sole property of The City of Leon Valley 
and cannot be reproduced
or distributed in any way, whether 
in print or electronically, without the 
express written consent of The City of 
Leon Valley. For questions or comments 
regarding the information contained 
herein, contact:

The Lion’s Roar 
City of Leon Valley - 6400 El Verde Road
Leon Valley, Texas 78238 
(210) 684-1391, x 228

CITY STAFF
City Manager 
Crystal Caldera, PhD.
210-684-1391 x 219
City Secretary 
Saundra Passailaigue 
210-684-1391 x 216
Finance Department 
Carol Goering, Director
210-684-1391 x 223
Planning & Zoning Department  
Mindy Teague, Director
210-684-1391 x 234
LV Public Library
Regina Reed, Director      
210-684-0720, x 240
Fire Department
Michael Naughton, Fire Chief 
210-684-3219, x 281
Police Department
David Gonzalez, Police Chief 
210-684-1391, x 255
Public Works
Melinda Moritz, Director
210-681-1232, x 203
HR Director
Lisa Hernandez
210-681-1391, x 212
Community Relations Director
Crystal Miranda
210-681-1391, x 228


